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Our abili t y to provide legal services to 17,000 
low incom e persons in  2015 was m ade possib le 
through the resources of  m any funders and individual 
donors. The Legal Services Corporat ion, the Of f ice of  
Judicial Adm in ist rat ion and the Departm ent  of  
Just ice provided basic support .  Local un it s of  
governm ent , Area Agencies on Aging, and United 
Way agencies across the state allow us to m eet  local 
needs.  I ndividual donors and support  f rom  the legal 
com m unity provide a crucial backing as well. KLS 
of fers consistent ly high quali t y services through 
funding support  f rom  82 dif ferent  sources. 

We are p leased to provide expanded services to 
dom est ic violence, sexual assault , and other cr im e 
vict im s through enhanced funding f rom  the Vict im s 
of  Cr im e Act  (VOCA).  This funding allowed KLS to add 
three at torneys in  late 2015.  We are able to assist  
these cr im e vict im s in  every Kansas county.  More 
than 2,000 people will benef it  f rom  these services in  
2016.  

Dur ing 2015, KLS was awarded a grant  to create 
a Low I ncom e Taxpayer Clin ic.  Services are provided 
f rom  the Kansas Cit y of f ice to Kansas taxpayers in  
cont roversy with the I RS.  Leland Cox serves as the 
Director of  this program .  Our successes in  2015 were 
rewarded with a new three year grant  beginn ing in  
2016. 

KLS serves as m any people through our on line 
form s as through direct  legal services.  These form s 
and a substant ial am ount  of  legal in form at ion are 
m ade availab le via our website, 
www.kansaslegalservices.org.  Dur ing 2016, we are 
rewrit ing all content  on our website to com m unicate 
m ore ef fect ively with our users and to enhance 
support  to our pro bono volunteers. 

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

M ari lyn Harp and Washburn Uni versi t y School  of  
Law prof essor Janet  Jack son t ape a segment  of  
KTWU's I 've Got I ssues

Marilyn  Harp, Execut ive Director

COFFEE TALK

http://www.kansaslegalservices.org


PRAIRIE LIFE Greet i ngs f rom Kansas 

OVERVI EW-  Kansas Legal Services

Programs

Goals

Kansas Legal Services 
has progressively 
focused it s ef fort s on 
special needs individuals, 
such as vict im s of  
dom est ic violence, the 
hom eless, chi ldren in  
foster care, the elder ly, 
farm ers, those with 
disabling condit ions, 
individuals seeking 
access to health care, 
those seeking m ediat ion 
services, and persons 
who need basic li f e ski lls 
and em ploym ent  
t rain ing. 

One m ission of  Kansas 
Legal Services is to 
provide equal access to 
just ice for persons not  
ab le to pay for legal and 
other essent ial services.  
Kansas Legal Services is 
also a vehicle for keeping 
m any low incom e people 
f rom  falling perm anent ly 
in to the category of  
chron ically poor. I t  
serves as a conduit  by 
which m any low incom e 
people successfully get  
back on their  feet  and 
becom e self - sustain ing. 

Family Law 
Through Access to Just ice, 
Legal Services 
Corporat ion, United Way, 
I n terest  on Lawyers Trust  
Accounts (I OLTA), 
Vict im s of  Cr im e Act , and 
other funding, KLS 
represents thousands of  
low incom e persons each 
year in  dom est ic law 
m at ters. The dem and for

legal assistance in  fam ily 
law m at ters cont inues to 
far exceed the capacit y of  
KLS to provide direct  
representat ion. Pr ior i t y is 
p laced on cases of  spousal 
or chi ld abuse and 
protect ion f rom  abuse 
orders. 

Access t o Just i ce 
Funding (ATJ)  has 
increased the num ber of  
fam ily law clients KLS has 
been able to serve. Due in  
large part  to ATJ funding, 
KLS assists m any low 
incom e Kansans with 
dom est ic law m at ters. 

The Guard ian Ad Litem 
Support  Cent er (GALSC) is 
a statewide program  that  
provides technical 

assistance, advice, and 
other support ive services 
to guardians ad litem, t hose 
who represent  chi ldren in  
court  proceedings. KLS 
GALSC staf f  at torneys also 
provide direct  advice and 
representat ion in  chi ld 
welfare cases. 

The Fost er Care Helpl i ne 
is one program  of  the 
GALSC. 

Vict ims of  Crime Act  
Grant s (VOCA)  are 
adm in istered by the 
Governor?s Grants Of f ice 
to assist  vict im s of  
dom est ic violence,  sexual 
assault , and other cr im es. 



TRAINING 
DAY

Wich i t a st af f  members i n  Topek a af t er a long 
day of  t rai n i ng
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Public Benefits and 
Disability Law 
The pr im ary goal of  KLS? 
public benef it s advocacy is 
to assist  low incom e 
individuals in  accessing 
state and federal public 
benef it s program s. KLS 
has com m it ted resources 
to ensur ing that  
applicants get  public 
benef it s for  which they are 
ent it led.   

The Chi ldren?s Social  
Securi t y Advocacy 
Project  seeks to obtain  
SSI  for disabled chi ldren. 
The project  is focused on 
children who are receiving 
services f rom  the 
Departm ent  for Children 
and Fam ilies. Obtain ing 
SSI  cash and m edical 
benef it s for  chi ldren of ten 
m akes hom e placem ent  
possib le. 

Elder Law 
KLS cooperates with the 
Kansas Departm ent  for 
Aging and Disabili t y 
Services and the Area 
Agencies on Aging as an 
in tegral part  of  the state 
aging network.  Older 
Am ericans Act  funds are 
com bined with Legal 
Services Corporat ion and 
other pr ivate funds to 
address this growing area 
of  need. 

Senior Ci t i zen Law 
Project  (SCLP) provides 
services in  a wide range of  
civi l legal issues to persons 
age 60 and older. I t s 
ob ject ive is to target  the 
m ore vulnerable elder ly  
who are in  the greatest  
social and econom ic need.  

One poin t  of  access is the 
Elder Law Hot line, a 
program  that  links KLS 
staf f  and pr ivate at torneys 
with clients to provide the 
broadest  range possib le of  
legal advice and 
in form at ion. 

1- 888- 353- 5337  
Kansas Elder Law 
Hot l i ne 



CLIENT STORYENDING ABUSE

A m agist rate who was dealing 
with a m other and her sm all 
chi ldren in  a chi ld welfare case 
m ade a direct  referral to Kansas 
Legal Services. 

The m other and children 
suf fered severe em ot ional and 
physical abuse f rom  the 
husband/ father, who was jai led 
on felony chi ld abuse charges. 

The m other was ent it led to a 
court -appoin ted at torney in  the 
chi ld welfare case, but  the court  
could not  appoin t  an at torney 
in  a divorce case. 

With help f rom  Kansas Legal 
Services, the divorce ended the 
abuse. The m other is m ore 
posit ive and her chi ldren now 
live in  a hom e f ree of  abuse. 
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TOOLS FOR KLS STAFF, THE PUBLI C, AND SELF- REPRESENTED LI TI GANTS

LEGAL NEEDS STUDY 2015

CLINIC
Vet erans Cl i n i c-  David  Ki rk  &  
Wi l l i am  Schmidt  work  wi t h  
vet erans and t hei r  f am i l i es i n  
Kansas Ci t y

The KLS website has 
cont inued to grow in  size 
and popular it y. I n  2015, 
139,790 un ique visitors 
visited the website, a ten 
percent  increase f rom  
2014. More dram at ic is that  
the num ber of  persons 
viewing our website on 
their  m obile devices grew 
by 46 percent  f rom  57,669 
sessions in  2014 to 83,999 
sessions in  2015. 

I n  the sam e t im e per iod, 
the num ber of  sessions on 
the website viewed on 
desktop com puters 
dropped by ten percent . 
This ref lects a nat ional 
t rend, with low incom e 
people accessing the 
in ternet  on phones. They 
don ' t  have in ternet  service 
in  their  hom es.

KLS serves as m any people 
through our on line form s 
as through direct  legal 
services.  These form s and 
a substant ial am ount  of  
legal in form at ion are 
m ade availab le via our 
website. The f ree legal 
form s page on the website 
is st i ll t he m ost  popular 
page for users by far. 

The KLS website had m ore 
than 36,000 visitors to the 
Free Legal Form s page to 
create docum ents in  2015, 
generat ing over 22,699 
legal docum ents  to use as 
self - represented li t igants. 
Most  docum ents were 
related to fam ily law 
proceedings. 

I n  Spr ing 2015, KLS began a 
com prehensive legal needs 
assessm ent   of  low incom e 
Kansans. 

The study included 
in form at ion collected f rom  
several resources:

- One quest ionnaire was 
designed for 
consum ers, one for 
advocates -  at torneys, 
judges, court  personnel, 
and one for other 
professionals working 
with low incom e 
Kansans.  

- An on line 
quest ionnaire was 
prom oted on the 
Kansas Legal Services 
website f rom  ear ly 
Apr i l t o July 1, 2015.  

- I n  six weeks, 
approxim ately 350 
consum er surveys, 250 
court  personnel and 
250 professionals'  
surveys were collected.  

The legal needs assessm ent  
result s showed that  the low 
incom e populat ion in  Kansas 
is st ruggling with consum er 
problem s and legal barr iers 
to em ploym ent  and housing. 

A sign if icant  num ber of  those 
com plet ing the survey 
reported they had 
exper ienced dom est ic 
violence within  the past  year. 

The needs i llum inated by this 
assessm ent  are basic survival 
issues that  are the foundat ion 
in  a hierarchy of  needs. Court  
personnel rated exploitat ion 
and/ or abuse of  sen iors as 

the top legal issues that  KLS 
should be addressing. All of  
these legal problem s and 
their  under ly ing issues need 
to be m et  by an array of  
service providers.

The Legal Needs Assessm ent  
found m ost  fam ilies stat ing 
they felt  t hey were 
?st ruggling to get  by? and 
that  the m ajor it y of  
households believed they had 
two or m ore legal needs that  
were not  being addressed. 
The resources availab le to 
KLS cannot  st retch to m eet  
these needs.  

A link to the legal needs 
report  is availab le at  
h t t p:/ / b i t .l y / LegalNeeds20 15  
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PRO BONO 
SERVICE

I n  2015, the Elizabeth Ferguson 
award was given to Ty R. 
Wheeler, Managing At torney of  
the Em poria KLS of f ice.

Elizabeth Ferguson was an 
outstanding client  board 
m em ber who was very involved 
in  her local com m unity. Upon 
her death, the KLS Board of  
Directors decided to honor her 
by recognizing a KLS staf f  
m em ber  for  "Providing 
substant ial direct  benef it  t o a 
client  or the client  com m unity". 
The Elizabeth Ferguson Award 
has been presented by the Board 
of  Directors annually beginn ing 
in  1987. Recip ients have included 
m any outstanding Kansas Legal 
Services staf f  m em bers. 

Ty Wheeler is not  on ly a p i llar  of  
his com m unity, but  a p i llar  of  
the Kansas Legal Services 
com m unity. He has an 
overwhelm ing passion for his 
low incom e clients, as seen in  
his zealous advocacy over his 23 
year career at  KLS. He has fought  
for clients in  alm ost  all areas of  
law including cr im inal, juven ile 
of fender, dom est ic, Social 
Secur it y, public benef it s, estate 
p lann ing, and Child in  Need of  
Care. 

Ty and KLS were inst rum ental in  
the establishm ent  of  the Lyon 
County Drug Court  and the new 
Hom e Court  program , which are 
keeping clients out  of  
correct ional faci li t ies and 
teaching them  and their  fam ilies 
the ski lls to becom e m ore 
product ive m em bers of  the 
com m unity. He is also on the 
boards of  several foundat ions 
and com m it tees, and is 
current ly part icipat ing in  a 
fundraising cam paign for SOS, 
the Em poria dom est ic violence 
shelter program . His coworkers 
rave about  his dedicat ion and 
?don?t  give up? at t i t ude. 

Ty has an unm atched passion 
for the people in  his com m unity, 
his clients and his co-workers. 
He gives so m uch to everyone 
else willingly and, this year, gets 
a li t t le b it  back.

STAFF EXCELLENCE
20 15 El i zabet h  Ferguson 

Award Recipient

TY R. WHEELER
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Ty Wheeler recei vi ng h i s award 
f rom M ari lyn Harp &  Amy Fel lows 
Cl i ne, KLS Board President . 
Gabri ela Vega i s also pi ct ured.

AWARDS



PRO BONO 
SERVICE

Heart  of  Ameri ca St and Down f or Vet erans -  Bi l l  Pi t senberger t alk s t o appl i cant s at  t he 
Kansas Ci t y, KS St and Down at  M emorial  Hal l , Douglas Greenwald  and Aaron Bai ley gi ve 
an appl i cant  legal  advi ce, Rebecca Kresiman helps a vet eran apply f or servi ces.

PRO BONO SERVI CE
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Kansas Bar Association 
Recognizes Pro Bono Service
I n  2015, the Kansas Bar 
Associat ion recognized the 
following at torneys for 
service to Kansas Legal 
Services clients with a Pro 
Bono Cert i f icate of  
Appreciat ion, which 
recognizes a lawyer for the 
delivery of  direct  legal 
services to the poor without  
charge:

Cat heri ne Foulst on  
(Wichita) has volunteered to 
help vict im s of  dom est ic 
violence since 2012.  Dur ing 
this t im e, she has 
volunteered over 40 hours of  
her t im e in  court .  Through 
those cases, she has assisted 
47 wom en and their  53 
chi ldren in  get t ing the 
secur it y and stabili t y that  
com es f rom  having a 
Protect ion f rom  Abuse 
order.

Eri c Hart enst ein  (solo 
pract ice, Wichita) is the f irst  
to help out  when KLS needs 
an ext ra lawyer on deck.  He 
likes help ing with special 
projects.  Er ic joined KLS 
staf f  at  the Drop I n  Center 
for Wichita's hom eless 
populat ion.  This kind of  

work m eans handling 
whatever shows up, for  an 
ext rem ely appreciat ive 
clientele.  

Joann Johnson  (Mart in  and 
Wallent ine) was recognized 
for her work with the KLS -  
Kansas Cit y of f ice.  She cam e 
to the of f ice on a regular 
schedule and provided 
advice to hundreds of  low 
incom e persons.  

Judge Keven O'Grady 
(Johnson County) was 
recognized for his work in  
developing the Help Center 
located in  the Johnson 
County Courthouse.  This 
faci li t y m akes availab le 
form s and com puter ized 
resources to over 400 people 
a m onth.  I n  addit ion, 
at torneys are availab le to 
provide advice on a regular 
schedule.

Robert  T. St ephan  
(Over land Park) was 
honored for his ef fort s to 
increase access to legal 
service for low and m oderate 
incom e people.

Gabriel le Thompson 
(Thom pson &  Bailey, 
Manhat tan) is a form er KLS 
staf f  person who hasn ' t  lost  

her willingness to help low 
incom e people, now on a 
volunteer basis.  She 
cont inues to give back by 
providing services on a pro 
bono basis, keeping one case 
open at  all t im es.
 

KLS Gives Thanks to Our 
Pro Bono Attorneys!
KLS recruited 106 pr ivate 
at torneys to provide advice 
to 235 clients in  2015. 

KLS placed 142 cases with 56 
pr ivate at torneys for 
representat ion in  2015. 

These at torneys provided:

1,091 hours of  legal services 
at  no cost .

1,754 hours were cont r ibuted 
by 25 law student  volunteers 
to advance the legal needs of  
KLS clients. Help ing others 
and prepar ing new at torneys 
to cont inue to give back 
dur ing their  careers on a pro 
bono basis is a win  -  w in  for 
all.



CLIENT STORYHOME SAVED
A disabled veteran with a VA-Loan on her 
hom e fell behind on paym ents when she lost  
part - t im e work. 

I n  the process of  reaching out  for  help to 
save her hom e she fell vict im  to a scam  and 
lost  thousands of  dollars to a third party  
who falsely assured her they would help her 
save her hom e. 

The veteran was not  aware that  she had 
special r ights as a VA-Loan holder. The loan?s 
servicer m oved forward with foreclosure 
proceedings and was on ly weeks away f rom  
taking the veteran?s hom e when she 
contacted KLS.

Af ter an at torney f rom  KLS got  involved in  
the foreclosure proceedings, the case was 
im m ediately p laced on hold and the loan?s 
servicer was not if ied that  i t  had violated 
federal laws and regulat ions because of  the 
way it  handled the legal m at ter. 

Af ter the at torney for the loan?s servicer was 
educated, an agreed m odif icat ion was 
entered in to that  lowered the overall 
paym ent  of  the veteran, the loan was taken 
out  of  default , and the foreclosure 
proceeding was dism issed. 

The veteran cont inues to reside in  her hom e. 
The veteran no longer has the st ress of  
possib ly losing her hom e because she has an 
af fordable, lower paym ent . 



CASE TOTALS

*I ncludes educat ion, em ploym ent , individual r ights, I ndian/ Tr ibal law, wills, cr im inal/ juven ile defense. 



CASE DI STRI BUTI ON

CLI ENT PROFI LES 2015
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*Includes education, 
employment, 
individual rights, 
Indian/Tribal law, 
wills, 
criminal/ juvenile 
defense 

Gender
Female 11,920

M ale 5,159

Transgender     5    _          

TOTAL 17,084

  Ethnicity    Under   
18 

    18-35   36-59 

Asian 7 60 49

Black 303 729 711

Hispanic 114 687 391

  60 &   
over   

          
Total  

28 144

339 2,082

109 1,301

Multi-Racial 20 206 75 17 318

Nat Hawaiian/Other Pac Isl 0 11 10 3 24

Native American 0 1 0 0 1 

Nat Amer/Alaskan Native 13 108 93 36 250 

Other Race 57 54 47 27 185

White 1,279 4,565 3,588 3,347 12,779

TOTAL 1,793 6,421 4,964 3,906 17,084

AGE/ETHNICITY



CLIENT STORY PRESERVED 
MOTHER'S 
RI GHTS

Our client  was alienated f rom  
her chi ldren af ter a contested 
divorce, through which the 
father was granted resident ial 
p lacem ent  of  the m inor 
chi ldren. 

Later the father died 
unexpectedly in  a car accident  
and the step-m other cont inued 
to alienate the chi ldren. 

The step-m other f i led an act ion 
to term inate the b iological 
m other?s r ights, so that  she 
could cut  her out  of  the 
chi ldren?s lives forever. 

Af ter extensive li t igat ion the 
b iological m other?s r ights were 
preserved and she now has the 
opportun it y to gradually rebuild 
a relat ionship with her chi ldren. 

CLIENT STORY PRESERVED 
FATHER'S 
RI GHTS

When a father faced the 
possib i li t y of  not  being able to 
see his chi ldren because the 
m other m ade plans to m ove out  
of  the State of  Kansas, he sought  
legal help to preserve his r ights. 

Af ter successful li t igat ion with 
help f rom  a KLS at torney, the 
father was granted resident ial 
p lacem ent  of  the m inor chi ldren. 
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KLS ACCOMPLI SHMENTS 2015



Mediation can resolve issues 
quickly.  

Mediation can resolve 
disputes quickly, as opposed 
to the months or years it may 
take in traditional legal 
proceedings.  

Mediation can preserve 
relationships. 

Mediation can help build a 
positive framework for future 
interactions between 
individuals. Mediation also 
models problem solving, 
l istening, and negotiation 
skil ls that can benefit 
participants long-term.         

Mediation gets results.  
Depending on the type of 
dispute, between 40 and 80 
percent of disputes taken to 
mediation result in 
agreement.  

How do people access 
mediat ion services?  KLS 
provides mediation in a wide 
variety of cases including 
employment, insurance, 
housing and public 
accommodations 
discrimination matters, 
special education, and 
domestic matters such as 
custody and visitation. 
Kansans received free 
mediation assistance from 
KLS, which receives referrals 
from local district courts, the 
Kansas Human Rights 
Commission, the Kansas State 
Department of Education, and 
others. KLS also offers 
fee-based mediation on a 
sliding scale.

Mediation is non-judgmental. 

Mediators do not act as 
advocates, render any opinion 
or decide how the dispute 
should be resolved. The 
mediator does not assess 
fault or take sides.

Participants control the 
outcome.  

Individuals involved in 
mediation create their own 
agreement. The mediator?s 
role is to help develop a 
realistic, workable solution 
that takes everyone?s 
thoughts and feelings into 
consideration.  
                                                       
Mediation is confidential.  
Kansas law (with some 
exceptions) makes mediations 
confidential.  All notes made 
by mediators are destroyed 
after an agreement is reached 
or mediation is otherwise 
concluded.   

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHY West ern Douglas Count y

WHAT I S MEDI ATI ON?

MI DLAND MEDI ATI ON AND SETTLEMENT SERVI CES

Mediation is a voluntary process 
in which a trained mediator 
facil itates communication and 
negotiation between parties in 
dispute. The goal of mediation is 
to help create greater 
understanding between parties, 
and attempt to reach an 
agreement that settles the 
dispute in a mutually satisfactory 
manner. 

Mediations are conducted at a 
neutral location and in an 
informal and non-threatening 
environment. During the process, 
all participants have the 
opportunity to share their 
thoughts and feelings regarding 
the matter in dispute. With the 
mediator, all individuals 
collectively create an agenda, 
identify the issue in dispute, 
def ine each individual?s interests 
and create an agreement. 

KLS-  Annual Report 2015

Page 13



We can't do what we do without YOU.
MEDI ATI ON PROGRAM OVERVI EW

The KLS mediation program has eight approved 
mediators providing civil rights, employment, 
domestic, truancy, permanency, offender-victim, 
juvenile, insurance, and other mediation services 
throughout the state. Mediation services 
complement the work of KLS by providing a 
non-adversarial dispute resolution method for 
appropriate cases. 

  -  Access to Just ice (ATJ) Mediat ions are funded by 
the Off ice of Judicial Administration under the 
direction of the Kansas Supreme Court. ATJ funding 
enables access to KLS off ices for mediation services 
at no cost to participants who qualify. Most ATJ 
mediations involve post-divorce custody and 
parenting time issues. 

-  Human Rights Mediat ions offer voluntary 
mediation to individuals involved in employment, 
housing, and public accommodation discrimination 
claims f iled with the Kansas Human Rights 
Commission.      

-  For Fee Mediat ions are offered to parties in 
domestic matters when neither party is ATJ-eligible 
on a sliding fee basis, and is available to parties in 
some civil matters at a reasonable hourly rate. 

Contact Randy Hershey, 
Di rector of  M ediation, 

at 785-232-5348 

"All parties acted 
professionally and the 
Mediator was first 
class." (quote from an 
employer attorney 
regarding a mediated 
KHRC claim)

"Thank you for making a 
potentially difficult 
process so productive 
and respectful." (quote 
from an employer's 
human resources person 
regarding a mediated 
KHRC claim)

A 68 year old woman who 
had immigrated to the 
U.S. as a young adult and 
who still cared for an 
elderly parent while 
attempting to cope with 
her own health issues, 
but was still able to work, 
had lost her job of nine 
years.  She and her 
former employer came to 
mediation and were able 
to work through some 
issues and 
misunderstandings and 
agree to return to 
employment subject to 
passing a standard 
medical evaluation.
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DONORS
We can't do what we do without YOU.

WE THANK YOU!

Administ rat ion 
Lowell Paul 
Sheila M. Reynolds 

Dodge Cit y 
Clint Floyd 
D. Allen Frame 
Daniel L. Love 
Ken Strobel 
Kyler G. Knobbe 
Morgan Wright 
Woods Family Trust 

Emporia 
Jay W. Vander Velde 
John Atherton 
John O. Sanderson 

Hays 
Clinkscales Elder 
Law Practice PA 
Law Office of John 
D. Gatz 
Philip Stover 

Hutchinson 
Brad Dillon 

Kansas Cit y 
Amy Lee 
Charles Andres 
Darrren K. Kearns 
Eric C. Rajala 
Ezzard E. Nash 
J. Byron Meeks 
James E. Martin 
James R. Shetlar 
Jean C. Owen 
Jean Wise 
Jeanne Gorman Rau 
John C. Peck 
John M. Grogan 
Kenneth Mason 
Mary Jo Shaney 
Mary S. Martin Buhl 
Michael R. Wallace 

Nancy Roush 
Nathan C. Harbur 
Peggy G. Cobb 
Richard D. Woods 
Robert T. Schendel 
Robert T. Stephan 
Sara Welch 
Scott Mann 
Shannon Giles 
Stephanie M. Smith 
Steve R. Anderson 
Thomas A. Hamill 
Thomas J. Bath, Jr. 
Thomas R. McCue 
Thomas V. Murray 
Timothy Miller 
Vandrum Law Firm, 
LLC 
Wendell F. Cowan 
Will Griff in 

Manhat tan 
Charlson & Wilson 
Gregory Wagner 
John D. Conderman 
Lawrence E. Pollack 
Sherri Lee Taylor 
Vic Davis 

Pit t sburg 
Alan D. Weber 
Apt Law Offices, LLC 
Bruce Borders 
David F. Brewster 
Kluin Law Office 
Larry Nuss 
Law Office of Clyde 
W. Toland, LLC 
The Reynolds Law 
Firm, P.A. 

Salina 
Ann 
Zimmerman/ Dexter 
Eggers 
Clark, Mize & 
Linville, Chdt. 

Pyle Law Office 
Susan Marshall 
Thomas M. Tuggle 
William Mills 

Seneca 
Gary M. Howland 
John L. Weingart 

Topeka 
Alan F. Alderson 
Alfred & Virginia Ho 
Ann E. Sagan 
Anne L. Baker 
Arthur E. Palmer 
Bryan, Lykins, 
Hejtmanek & 
Fincher, P.A. 
C. David Newbery 
David R. Bryant 
Fred N. Six 
Debenham Law 
Office LLC 
Edward Larson 
Elizabeth Herbert 
Goodell, Stratton 
Edmonds & Palmer 
Gregory A. Lee 
H. Philip Elwood 
Henson, Hutton, 
Mudrick& Gragson, 
LLP 
Jack McI nteer 
James Concannon 
Jan W. Leuenberger 
John Head 
John R. Hooge 
John R. Wine, Jr. 
Larry D. I rick 
Linda D. Elrod 
Lynette Petty 
Mary M. Feighny 
Molly Wood 
R.E. "Tuck" Duncan 
Sam A Crow 
American I nn of 
Court 

Stephen McAllister 
& Suzanne Valdez 
Stephen W. Mazza 
Washburn 
University - Jeans 
for Justice 
Whitney B. Damron 
William 
Pitsenberger 

Wichit a 
A.J. Schwartz 
Alvin D. Herrington 
Amy Lemley
Ariagno, Kerns, 
Mank & White 
Beall & Mitchell, LLC 
Calvin McMillan 
Charles F. Harris 
Craig W. West 
Cyd Gilman 
Dale and Lynn Ward 
Darrell L. Warta 
E.L. Lee Kinch 
Foulston Siefkin LLP 
- Jeans for Justice 
Jack Flesher 
Jack Glaves 
Jane Murphy 
Jay Fowler
Jeff Kennedy
Jim Goering 
John B. Wooley 
John Palenz 
Keith Sanborn 
Kenneth G. Gale 
Kimberly A. 
Corrigan 
Lane Palmateer 

Law Office of 
Tammy M Martin, 
I nc. 
Marcia Wood 
Mark A. Vining 
Mark G. Ayesh 
Martin E. Updegraff 
Mikel L. Stout 
Newton and Forsyth 
Roger Sherwood 
Stacia G. Boden 
Stanley Spurrier I I I  
Stephanie Scheck 
Steven D. Mank 
Theodore I ce 
Triplett, Woolf & 
Garretson 
William H. Hensley 

Those who helped 
t hrough: 
Amazon Smile 
Foundation 
Dillons 
Global I mpact 
Greater Horizons 
I OLTA 
The Benevity 
Community I mpact 
Fund 
And others who 
chose anonymous 
donat ions 

DONORSSt af f  f rom M art i n  Pr i ngle 
pose f or a p i ct ure i n  Wich i t a 
af t er donat i ng t o KLS



CLIENT STORY
UNLAWFUL 
EVI CTI ON 
PREVENTED

A single m other had lost  her 
job and was unable to pay her 
rent  in  a Sect ion 42 Low 
I ncom e Housing Project . 

The landlord threatened her 
with evict ion and refused to 
m odify ( lower) the rent , as 
required by Federal 
Regulat ion, so that  i t  was 
af fordable. 

The m other cam e to KLS for 
protect ion so that  she and her 
chi ld would not  end up 
hom eless. 

Af ter a t r ial in  dist r ict  court  
where the landlord sought  
evict ion, the court  ordered the 
landlord to com ply with State 
and Federal law and the 
evict ion was denied. 
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FUNDI NG AND STAFF FI GURES

STAFF TOTALS
20 15 20 14 20 13 20 12

Full- t im e equivalent     91    93  109   117
       em ployees  

Year ended December 31, 2015 
With Comparative Totals 2012-2014 
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EXPENSES

KLS AFTER HOURS KLS st af f  closing up f or t he evening

Year ended December 31, 2015 
With Comparative Totals 2012-2014 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS2015
Laura Al len 

Client Representative - 
Hays Service Area 

Charles H. Apt  III 

Attorney - Pittsburg 
Service Area 

Margann Bennet t  

Attorney ? Washburn 
University School of Law 

Krist in Fisher Boyer 

Attorney - Salina Service 
Area 

James Campbel l  

Attorney - Emporia 
Service Area 

Treasurer 

Mary Christopher 

Attorney - Topeka Service 
Area 

Amy Fel lows Cl ine 

Attorney - Wichita Service 
Area 

President  

Marla Craig 

Client Representative - 
Emporia Service Area 

Secretary 

Mark A. Dupree, Sr. 

Attorney - Kansas Bar 
Association 
Representative 

Kimberly Ford 

Client Representative - 
Manhattan Service Area 

Marcel ina (Tina) M. 
Faucet t  

Client Representative ? 
Pittsburg Service Area 

Delores Jones 

Client Representative ? 
Kansas City Service Area 

Amy Lemley 

Attorney ? At Large 

Deborah (Mori) Moreno 

Client Representative - 
Topeka Service Area 

Lou Mul l igan 

Attorney - Kansas 
University School of Law 

Wil l iam (Bil l ) 
Pitsenberger 

Attorney ? At Large 

Vice-President         

Tony Pot ter 

Attorney - Hays Service 
Area 

 Marvet ta Rickman 

Client Representative - 
Dodge City Service Area 

Edward L. Robinson 

Attorney - KS Association 
of Justice 

Michael  
Sharma-Crawford 

Attorney ? Kansas City 
Service Area 

Gabriela A. Vega 

Attorney - Manhattan 
Service Area 

Wayne White 

Representative  Selected 
by Staff

Marilyn Woodard 

Client Representative - 
Wichita Service Area 
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 Sal ina 
2302 Planet Avenue 
Salina, KS  67401 
785-825-8147 telephone 
785-825-2250 fax 
Managing Attorney: Candace 
Bridgess
 
Seneca 
203 N. 8th St. 
Seneca, KS  66538 
785-336-6016 telephone 
785-336-6429 fax 
Managing Attorney: Paul Shipp 

Topeka 
712 S. Kansas Ave., Suite 201 
Topeka, KS  66603 
785-354-8531 telephone 
785-233-2096 fax 
Managing Attorney: Kerrie Lonard 

Wichita 
340 S. Broadway, 2nd Floor 
Wichita, KS  67202 
316-265-9681 telephone 
316-265-5902 fax 
Managing Attorney: Rhonda 
Sullivan   

Hutchinson 
206 W. 1st St. 
Hutchinson, KS  67501 
620-694-2955 telephone 
620-663-2519 fax 
Managing Attorney: Candace 
Bridgess 

Kansas City
400 State Avenue, Suite 1015 
Kansas City, KS  66101 
913-621-0200 telephone 
913-621-3817 fax 
Managing Attorney: Leland Cox

Manhattan 
104 S. 4th St., 2nd Floor 
Manhattan, KS  66502 
785-537-2943 telephone 
785-537-2927 fax 
Managing Attorney: Paul Shipp
 
Pit tsburg 
408 N. Walnut 
P.O. Box 1509 
Pittsburg, KS  66762 
620-232-1330 telephone 
620-232-1344 fax 
Project Director: Eric Rosenblad 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
712 S. Kansas Ave., Suite 200 
Topeka, KS  66603 
785-233-2068 telephone 
785-354-8311 fax 
Executive Director: Marilyn 
Harp 

 MEDIATION SERVICES 
712 S. Kansas Ave., Suite 200 
Topeka, KS  66603 
785-232-5348 telephone 
785-233-5932 fax 
Director: Randy Hershey 

 LEGAL  ASSISTANCE OFFICES 
 Dodge City 
701 E. Comanche, Suite F 
Dodge City, KS  67801 
620-227-7349 telephone 
620-227-8001 fax 
Managing Attorney: Tim 
Woods   

Emporia 
527 Commercial, Suite 201 
Emporia, KS  66801 
620-343-7520 telephone 
620-343-6898 fax 
Managing Attorney: Ty 
Wheeler 
  
Hays 
2017 N. Vine 
Hays, KS  67601 
785-625-4514 telephone 
785-623-4262 fax 
Managing Attorney: Candace 
Bridgess 

KANSAS LEGAL SERVI CES CONTACT I NFORMATI ON

A ppl ication Line: 
1-800-723-6953 

 Or apply onl ine: 
w w w .k ansaslegalserv ices.org  

PHOTO CREDITS: Cover photo courtesy of  Mark Schoneweis. I nside photos courtesy of  Marie 
Landry, Topeka KLS at torney.





ANNUAL REPORT

CLIENT STORY
DOMESTI C 
VI OLENCE 

VI CTI M 
STABI LI ZED

The Crisis Center referred 
an older wom an who  was 
in  an ext rem ely abusive 
relat ionship. 

She was a stay-at -hom e 
m other who earned no 
incom e. This resulted in  her 
having few, i f  any, job 
ski lls. Her on ly potent ial 
avenue for support  when 
she ret ires was her 
husband?s m ili t ary 
ret irem ent . 

With the help of  a KLS 
at torney, tem porary 
rest rain ing orders were 
obtained to protect  the 
abused wife and the 
husband was ordered to 
pay spousal support . 

At  the conclusion of  the 
case the abused spouse was 
awarded half  of  her 
husband?s m ili t ary 
ret irem ent  and m edical 
benef it s. 

Kansas Legal  Services

712 S. Kansas Ave., Ste. 200 

Topeka, KS 66603

www.kansaslegalservices.org


